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Vajra

Mongolian Collection

Accession Nr.: 99.16.1 &)

Type: metalwork; religious/ritual equipment

Date of production:  turn of the 19th and 20th centuries

Place of production:  Mongolia

Materials: copper

Techniques: gilt

Dimensions: diameter: 2.6 cm
length: 9.8 cm

The vajra (Tib. rdo rje) is one of the very important tools of Tibetan Buddhist ceremonies, which the monks hold in
their left hand during the ceremonies. The branches of this five-pronged vajra start from the schematic lotus rings
that fit into the spherical center. The schemitic shape of a makara head can be seen at the bottom of the four
branches forming a lotus bud.
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