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Badek

Southeast Asian Collection

Accession Nr.: 2235.1-2 &)

Type: bone objects; weapons and armament; metalwork; carving
Date of production: 19th century
Place of production:  Celebes (Sulawesi), Makassar, Indonesia, Southeast Asia

Materials/Technique ebony, ivory, steel, forged, carved, inlaid

s:
Dimensions: length: 43 cm

width: 10. 5 cm
Acquisition: collection of Ferenc Hopp

This hammered steel knife with its distinctive shape, with a carved (pistol) handle attached to a sometimes straight,
sometimes slightly S-curved blade at an angle of 45-90 degrees, is common in many islands of Indonesia (Java,
Madura, Sumatra, Celebes/Sulawesi).

The handle of the blade in the picture, from the southern part of Sulawesi, and the two ends of the sheath are
made of ivory, while the body is made of Macassar ebony with a decorative bone finish.

It is an extremely practical hand weapon, suitable for both stabbing and cutting, and can be carried on the right or
left side. Collected by Ferenc Hopp.
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