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Statue of a bodhisattva (Manjushrí?)
Southeast Asian Collection

Accession Nr.: 3110 

Type: sculpture; religious or cult object; metalwork; statuette

Date of production: 10th century

Place of production: Central Java, Indonesia, Southeast Asia  

Materials: bronze

Dimensions: height: 10.7cm
width: 9cm
depth: 6 cm

Acquisition: collected by János Xántus

This is a bodhisattva (Manjushrí) depicted as a young boy, seated on a round lotus base, resting his arms on his
raised right knee. His youthfulness is indicated by such iconographic elements as the horizontal crescent moon
visible behind the back of his neck (a feature unique to Java), the cords forming a cross on his chest, and the triple
braid is his hair. The rounded face, the squat, arching shapes, the harmonius composition, the representation of
nonmaterial existence through the idealised proportions of the body and the transcendental smile of the deity, are
distinctive characteristics of the purely Javanese style of bronzework that flourished in Central Java.
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