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Traditional New Year painting - White tiger (Vietnamese: Bạch
hổ)
Southeast Asian Collection

Accession Nr.: 2018.1.3 

Type: woodblock print

Date of production: 1960s

Place of production: Hanoi, Vietnam, Southeast Asia  

Materials/Technique
s:

paper, woodblock print, hand coloured

Dimensions: height: 35. 5 cm
width: 25 cm

The engraving in question was made in the Hàng Trống workshop in Vietnam.

This depiction dates back to the 17th century, but in most of the surviving woodcuts the tiger is white, hence the
title of the engraving. The central tiger is the central figure of the well-known 'Five Tigers', which is the god of the
middle heavens (the Chinese tradition holds that there is a middle heavens in addition to the four heavens) and the
god of war, and is accompanied by a sword and a battle flag. In front of the tiger's front paws, the inscription on the
plaque reads: 'Fearsome [guardian] spirit of order (or Buddhism)' (法大威灵). The white tiger is also revered as the
Buddha's helper, which is why it often appears in shrines alongside the Buddha.

In addition, the tiger is one of the animals of the zodiac, and in many places it is also regarded as a local protective
deity. The image brings good luck to those born in the year of the tiger, and is also displayed on the walls of
houses as a charm on New Year's Eve. A rarely seen woodcut.
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